Lesson: Unity Among Believers in Jesus Christ
reproduced from https://John17IDBS.com

Objective: To understand the Biblical emphasis on unity among believers in
Christ, recognize the hindrances to this unity, and discern the solutions provided
by Scripture to overcome these obstacles.

1. The Biblical Mandate for Unity:

The Bible consistently emphasizes the importance of unity among believers,
highlighting the collective identity as one body in Christ.

Reference:

1 Corinthians 1:10 - "I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with one another in what you say and that
there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly united in mind and
thought."

2. The Model of Unity - Christ and the Father:

Jesus Himself highlighted the unity He shared with the Father and prayed that
believers would share that same kind of unity.

Reference:

John 17:21 - "That they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You;
that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me."

3. Hindrances to Unity:

a. Doctrinal Differences: While some differences can be essential, others can be
minor, leading to unnecessary divisions.

Reference:

1 Timothy 1:3-4 - "As I urged you when I went into Macedonia, stay there in
Ephesus so that you may command certain people not to teach false doctrines any
longer or to devote themselves to myths and endless genealogies. Such things
promote controversial speculations rather than advancing God’s work—which is
by faith."

b. Personal Ambitions and Jealousies: Personal desires or ambitions can become
obstacles to unity.
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Reference:

James 3:14-16 - "But if you have bitter envy and self-seeking in your hearts, do
not boast and lie against the truth. This wisdom does not descend from above, but
is earthly, sensual, demonic. For where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and
every evil thing are there."

c. Cultural and Social Differences: Differences in cultural or social backgrounds
can sometimes lead to divisions if not approached with understanding and love.

Reference:

Galatians 3:28 - "There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor
female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus."

4. Solutions to Overcome Hindrances:

a. Embracing Agape Love: Love covers a multitude of sins and can mend
divisions, creating a bond of unity.

Reference:

1 Peter 4:8 - "Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a
multitude of sins."

b. Focusing on Common Core Beliefs: Focusing on the foundational truths of
Christianity can bridge the divide caused by minor doctrinal differences.

Reference:

Ephesians 4:4-6 - "There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to
one hope when you were called; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and
Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.”

c. Humility and Selflessness: Embracing humility and placing others' interests
above personal interests promotes unity.

Reference:

Philippians 2:3-4 - "Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather,
in humility value others above yourselves, not looking to your own interests but
each of you to the interests of the others."

Conclusion: Unity among believers is not just a desirable goal but a Biblical
mandate. While several hindrances can challenge this unity, the Bible provides
clear solutions to foster harmony and unity in the body of Christ. Embracing love,
focusing on core beliefs, and practicing humility are key to achieving the unity
Christ prayed for.
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